
Memories Made 
on the Red Carpet 

On Friday evening, November 9, memories were 
made at the annual funds–and–friends–raising 
event hosted by Foothills Pregnancy Resource 
Center, this year celebrated inside Gilmore Hall 
on the campus of First Church of the Nazarene 
of Pasadena. Two hundred and twenty guests 
were treated to a lovely red carpet program. The 
guests included new friends along with faithful 
long-time donors, guest speakers and clients. 
The “stars” of the evening were made to feel 
most welcome from the moment they entered the 
hall. The entrance was decorated with Hollywood 
memorabilia and a handsome display announcing 
the sponsors. Once escorted into Gilmore Hall, 
guests were visually stimulated by the elegant 
décor of beautifully set tables of red, black and 
gold. The centerpieces were long-stem freedom 
roses accented with gold sprigs and seasonal 
floral berries. Guests walked the 28 foot red carpet 
as movie themes were performed live at the piano 
by Wendy Kikkert, a long-time supporter of FPRC. 
The stage was strewn with more red carpet and 

an 8 by 16 media wall which spelled out FPRC–
Foothills Pregnancy Resource Center. The floral 
artist, Gayle Theilacker, had also hand-carved a 
primitive looking “Oscar-like” statue, crafted in 
solid gold. The piece spoke poignantly about the 
unfinished works we are in the hands of God.

Speaking of the night’s sponsors, helping to make 
this fabulous event one to remember: American 
Mold Inspection; Annunciation Church; Lori Berg; 
Candy Blackmon; Vanessa Burdette; Rebecca 
Campos Family; CCV; Kati Chick; Lynn Christy and 
Marie Huizar; Cornerstone Bible Church; Pippa 
and Chuck Currey; Faithbuilders; First Financial 
of Pasadena; Foothill Church; Glendora Alliance 
Church Helen Jobe; Jim and Judy Hutchinson; 
Miriam and Dana Financial; Susie Mullen; Nichols 
Balers and Contractors; Ocean Entertainment; 
PazNaz; Presbyterian Women of Monrovia; Brian 
Rietze Family; Diane Rogdstad; Right to Life 
League; Laura Smith; and St. Dorothy’s Church.

by Lori Berg, Executive Director FPRC
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who is positively impacted by all the support 
she receives at the center. A Board member 
and wife, Brian and Kristine Rietze, shared 
highlights on their adoption journey; and lastly, 
we helped to celebrate the birthday of yet one 
other client, who only days earlier had had her 
baby.  This client, with the aid and support of 
FPRC, found her way to an adoption partner 
resource and made a plan for her son. Telling 
her story, this courageous woman regaled 
the audience with hearing about all of the 
connective tissue of her unique case. We even 
sang “Happy Birthday” as Friday was this brave 
young woman’s birthday. Adoptions are not as 
common in the fabric of pregnancy centers as 
we might wish, so it was a real joy to have the 
opportunity to share three very special stories 
within our “family” this year. November was 
National and Global Adoption Month!

Following these amazing testimonials, we were 
treated to the powerful musings of three guest 
speakers, all professionals inside Hollywood. 
Welborn Ferrene, a pro editor of nearly 
twenty years, shared how he has personally 
come full-circle when it comes to pro life. 
He compared the lives lost through abortion 
to that of fictional character George Bailey in 
the beloved seasonal story, “It’s a Wonderful 
Life”. Every life impacts many others. Welborn 
challenged our Executive Director, Lori Berg, 
to develop material that he can take to the 
next level. Our next guest speaker, John 
Newcombe, a filmmaker, issued a challenge to 
“the church”, claiming that women who may 
feel unsafe there, may not tell someone within 
the church if they are struggling with whether 

As part of the welcome, several city dignitaries 
gathered the guests to focus on a couple of 
proclamations presented to FPRC just recently. 
Councilwoman Liz Reilly did the honor and she 
was accompanied by Mayor John Fasana of 
Duarte and Councilwoman Becky Shevlin from 
Monrovia.

Many partnering churches were present 
among some of the evening’s sponsors as well 
as representatives from Lake Avenue Church; 
Santa Teresita; and Immaculate Conception 
Church.  Two of these churches were asked 
to bless the night. Stella Miwangi, a CCV-
supported missionary in Kenya who will receive 
the retiring ultrasound machine from FPRC, 
and Pastor Mike Medeiros, Senior pastor from 
Cornerstone Bible Church, ignited the evening 
with prayer.

A moment here to reflect on the terrific showing 
at the Silent Auction! Offerings ranged from 
Clippers tickets to theatre and symphony seats; 
photography; jewelry; designer handbags; gifts 
from local businesses; a handmade solid oak 
child’s rocking horse; a wedding quilt; paintings 
big and small; handmade toys; original thrown 
ceramics; a vintage kimono; and handcrafted 
wooden end tables.

Our gourmet meal was nothing short of 
superb. It preceded the three testimonials 
at which time, FPRC featured stories of 
hope and promise as pertains to donors and 
clients choosing to adopt. We heard from a 
regular supplies client and adoptive mother, 

or not to choose abortion. He challenged that the 
church must walk alongside each woman’s past 
and present so that she might get the help she 
so earnestly desires. He has a particular burden 
to make a “non-political” film, one that shows 
the honest and truthful side of the pain after 
abortion.  Singer and voice actor, Jesse Corti, 
told the audience how he had declined being 
a guest at a Hollywood premiere this same 
evening because a pro life gala, “A Star is Born”, 
according to Corti, was the red carpet onto which 
he preferred to step. Corti autographed Disney 
memorabilia after the program for our guests.

Nonprofit consultant and friend to FPRC, Greg 
Helton, left us to think about a series of “What 
if” questions. Causing each and every one in the 
hall to think about the seriousness of their part 
in the legacy of FPRC.

Festivities ended with minutes remaining until 
the bewitching hour of nine o’clock, wherein our 
guests could linger and visit. It truly was a joyous 
sound…the mingling of voices of old and new 
friends.

A collective congrats and thanks to all 
who attended!!! FPRC wishes to thank 
the 2018 Gala Team, Board and Staff 
and Volunteers who rally to make 
each gala event a night to remember! 
Our guests, team and staff, clients and 
crew……all STARS of FPRC!
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An FPRC Baby 
Goes to 

Congress

With all the anger and unrest happening in our 
country, could there be a better time for us 
to visit our Representatives with good news? 
We will be equipped and empowered to share 
the good news of how Foothills Pregnancy 
Resource Center is reaching and rescuing lives 
in need in the San Gabriel Valley and beyond.

FPRC has been chosen and sponsored by Heartbeat 
International and the Right to Life League of Southern 
California to attend “Babies Go to Congress”, January 16-18 
in Washington D.C. We have been given the chance to bring a 
client and her baby to share their story firsthand.

On day one, there will be training and breakout groups. On 
day two, we will meet our congressional leaders and on day 
three, we will be participating in the “March for Life” which is 
the largest gathering of people who believe in the sanctity of 
life from the moment of conception. We are excited to have 
the opportunity to speak personally with our congressmen and 
share amazing personal stories of changed lives. Please pray 
for us as we travel and participate in this great event.

Anne Hennessey, Executive Director of the Right to Life League 
of Southern California spoke about this monumental event at 
our Gala last Friday and shared about this historic opportunity. 
There will be local and national media exposure so we can tell 
the great life-changing stories of how Pregnancy Centers are 
helping young women and men to overcome the challenging 
circumstances of an unplanned pregnancy and help them care 
for their babies through the pregnancy and all the way through 
the toddler years.

by Susie Mullen, 
Director of Nursing, 

FPRC

Currently, we are experiencing a need for used or new 
plastic baby bottles to be used as a part of a fundraising 
project. Contact us to inquire about making any of these 

donations. We will respond as soon as possible. 
Thank you!

Learn about ways 
to help us at FPRC

Donate Goods and Services (in-kind donations)
FPRC accepts a number of product donations including: Large single items 
such as a car, van or delivery truck. Real estate (non-encumbered) Bulk items 
in large quantity that are packaged for easy transport. Examples are: cases of 
water, nonperishable food, baby formula, diapers, clothing, etc. 

Workplace Giving
Support FPRC through a United Way campaign or other workplace campaigns. 
When you choose to designate your gift through your employer, it is used to 
expand the ministry around the SGV helping women and families in crises.  
Please write us in as “Foothills Pregnancy Resource Center”. For your 
reference, our 501 © 3 number is #91-2148733 for your records.

Employer Matching Gift Programs
Many companies match employee and/or retiree charitable contributions 
annually dollar-for-dollar up to a given amount per company policy through 
such a program. If you work for, or are retired from, a company that matches 
employee gifts, please contact them directly to obtain a matching gift form 
from the HR office. Please send it to us and we will take care of completing 
the form.

Donate by Mail
If you prefer to send through the mail: 
Foothills Pregnancy Resource Center
PO Box 234, Monrovia, CA 91017

Donate Airline or Credit Card Miles
That’s right, you can donate your airline and credit card miles to FPRC. 
Please let us know the airline or credit card company and we will work with
you to get the miles and points transferred to FPRC for program use.
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924 Buena Vista Street, Suite 202 • Duarte CA 91010 

(626) 358-2122 • foothillsprc.org
a State-Licensed Medical Clinic

Sometimes, do you just wish you had a “SAFE PLACE” 
to gather and get some HONEST ANSWERS? 
Do you have a safe place to go WHERE NO ONE 
WILL JUDGE YOU as you share your questions or thoughts? 

We have support groups. We even have one-on-one mentorships for guys! 
Everyone could use a little support. WE’RE A SAFE PLACE. 

If you need support or to share with another person for the first time, 
all our services are CONFIDENTIAL and FREE!  

FPRC IS A SAFE PLACE

SERVICES OFFERED:
• Urine Pregnancy Testing 
• Limited Ultrasound (if you qualify)
• Options Counseling: Hear about ALL of your options
• Support after an abortion
 
• Groups and Classes: Support, Parenting, Mentoring
 
• Supplies for you and your baby 

RESOURCES AVAILABLE:  
• Options Counseling Explore your options, “Are You Pregnant?  
 Emergency Contraception? Considering Abortion?”
 
• Abortion Recovery
 Restoring Lives and Relationships After Abortion

• Susie Mullen, R.N., Nurse Manager
 Foothills Pregnancy Resource Center

• Lori Berg, Executive Director
 Foothills Pregnancy Resource Center

POST-ABORTION CLASSES OR ONE-ON-ONE 
MEN’S AND WOMEN’S GROUPS 
Abortion affects families. Through a ripple effect…one abortion…may touch the hearts of many.  

A NEW SUPPORT GROUP IS FORMING IN YOUR AREA
Please call: (626) 358-2122 to get all the information.

WEEKLY WOMEN’S SUPPORT GROUP
Facilitated by a trained leader • Tuesdays, 6:00-7:00 PM at FPRC 
Drop-in’s Welcome • Women Only • FREE • RSVP to (626) 358-2122
Do not need to make a commitment to entire length of time

Able to converse in English • Make a commitment to group • Alert and ready to share

PARENTING SUPPORT GROUP Are you a parent of young children? 
Please join us as we discuss topics of discipline, structure, 
and healthy living. Enjoy the community of other parents. Your children 
are more than welcome to come along. Ask us for details!

FPRC • SERVICES • RESOURCES • SUPPORT GROUPS


